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Highland grad Harris and Winthrop have high hopes for matchup with Notre Dame
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Former Highland All-American Antwon Harris is hoping he can become America's Sweetheart this weekend.

Harris and his current teammates at Winthrop enter the NCAA Tournament as the darkhorse pick of many in the nation to make an extended run in this year's field.

“It's a great feeling to be compared to the next George Mason,” Harris said.

The No. 11 Eagles (28-4) face No. 6 Notre Dame in the first round at 1:35 p.m. today in Spokane, Wash. And there is a reason people are comparing them to last year's tournament darlings from George Mason. All four of the Eagles' losses came to highly ranked opponents - North Carolina, Wisconsin, Texas A&M and Maryland.

“This season has been phenomenal. Our losses are only to big schools,” Harris said.

That success has brought an unusual amount of attention to the school of less than 6,500 students

“We've got a documentary going on our team,” Harris said. “We've been in USA Today, ESPN, everything.

“It's a dream come true. It'll be more fulfilling if we could get a game along the way.”

If the Eagles do make a run, there is a chance Harris will be contributing in some way. At the start of the season, he was used sparingly off the bench and did not even play in a couple of games.

	

	


But he has been a mainstay in the lineup since January, and is averaging 5.9 points and 13.8 minutes per game.

“There was an adjustment period first semester,” Harris said. “I did what I can to help the team.”

Like the rest of his teammates, Harris does have the advantage of having played in a tournament atmosphere. Winthrop, which was a No. 15 seed last year, fell to No. 2 Tennessee on a last-second shot.

	

	


Around the same time, Harris was helping Highland to a third-place finish at the NJCAA national tournament.

Harris is the first to admit that he's on a much bigger stage now.

“Being here in Spokane, Wash., there's similarities to Hutchinson, Kan.,” Harris said. “But I give the edge to the NCAA Tournament.”
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SPOKANE, Wash. (J-S) - Antwon Harris and Winthrop are moving on to the second round of the NCAA Tournament.

The No. 11 Eagles won a tournament game for the first time in seven tries, knocking off No. 6 Notre Dame, 74-64. Harris, who was an NJCAA All-American for Highland last season, played six minutes and grabbed one rebound in his time on the floor.

“Without a doubt it's the biggest game I've been a part of,” Harris said.

Harris, who was pictured prominently in this week's Sports Illustrated feature on Winthrop, said the Eagles aren't ready to stop with just one tourney victory, though.

“A lot of people call us the next George Mason. In our mind we're the next Winthrop,” Harris said. “We're trying to make our own legacy and our own mark in the NCAA Tournament ... it's been a team of destiny. We're not done yet. We're gonna enjoy this day and get ready for Oregon on Sunday.”

