Highland's Blair signs to play at Fresno St.

By Alex Hickey, The Journal-Standard
Published: Wednesday, May 10, 2006 11:53 PM CDT
E-mail this story | Print this page
	

	


Much like a loose ball, Alex Blair's career has bounded in many directions.

The native of Auburndale, Fla., spent his freshman year of college playing at Dixie State (Utah) Junior College, then came to Highland this year to complete a midwestern stop on his world tour.

Blair's road show will continue next season as he heads to California to play at Division-I Fresno State.

“I'm just bouncing all over the U.S.,” Blair joked.

Blair originally thought his collegiate career would continue much closer to his Florida home. The 6-foot-8, 210-pound forward was set to attend Florida Atlantic, but head coach Matt Doherty ended up taking the job at Southern Methodist.

With Doherty, the former North Carolina and Notre Dame coach, no longer in the picture at Florida Atlantic, Blair decided to reopen his search. He has a feeling it will end up working out for the better.

“At first I end up down south by home, then out to California. That's a big change,” Blair said. “It's not a big surprise, because I heard he was leaving. I had to prepare myself for that and it really did happen.”

The move to Fresno isn't exactly a step down for Blair. The Bulldogs play in the Western Athletic Conference, which sent two teams, Nevada and Utah State, to this year's NCAA Tournament.

“That's a good level of competition and everything, and more importantly, Fresno, that's my type of team, always running the floor,” Blair said. “I played a couple games in open gym, I fit right into their program. They run and gun, that's what I like.”

	

	


Fresno State coach Steve Cleveland felt Blair was a perfect fit for what the Bulldogs needed.

“Alex (Blair) is an outstanding defender and rebounder,” Cleveland said in a release. “His competitiveness in terms of interior post defense is what this program needs right now. I love his aggression level and his competitiveness.”

Blair averaged 7.5 points and 4.5 rebounds a game for the Cougars this season. Highland coach Pete Norman said with a little tweaking offensively, Blair will have everything it takes to excel at the next level.

	

	


“The biggest thing is he's long, runs like a deer and is very athletic,” Norman said. “He's worked very hard on strength. He's just gonna have to a little more sound offensively and be able to finish up in traffic.”

Blair credits his year at Highland for greatly improving his game.

“It helped me a lot,” he said. “Coach Norman was a good coach. He wasn't cussing us out, he let us play.”

	

	


One of the reasons Blair picked Fresno State was its similarity to Highland in terms of fan support for the program.

“When I went out there, the main thing was there was a lot of support from the community, like here in Freeport,” Blair said. “When a lot of people attend the games, it makes you feel better and play better.”

Blair is the sixth Cougar to sign with a Division-I school this off-season, which is a new program record. He joins Andre White (UAB), Antwon Harris (Winthrop), Nikola Stojakovic (Morehead State), L.C. Robinson (Florida A&M) and Aaron Agnew (Robert Morris).

	

	


Alex Hickey can be reached at 232-0145 or alex.hickey@journalstandard.com
	

	


	

	


