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Frazier ends speculation, signs with Ball State
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The rumor mill can stop churning. Highland guard Laron Frazier has finally signed a letter of intent for next season, and it won't be for the place that some reports originally had him going.

Frazier paid a visit to Ball State University this weekend, and signed with the school as soon as he got home late Saturday night.  “I really enjoyed the school, the campus. It's a good atmosphere,” Frazier said. “A nice stadium too.”

Earlier in the week, a report on chicagohoops.com stated that Frazier had signed with Western Illinois. The 5-foot-11 guard did visit the Macomb campus the weekend of May 5, but never signed with the Leathernecks.

Logically, Frazier was dismayed to see the report on the Internet, and his family felt it was leaked by the Western Illinois program to dissuade other schools from recruiting him.

“I was really surprised when they put that on the Internet,” Frazier said. “I did not sign the letter of intent, that kind of messed me up. Ball State still called and I told them that was false information.”

If the report was meant to scare others from going after Frazier, it had quite the opposite effect.
“That kind of scared me away,” Frazier said. “It ain't good for a coach to be doing that.”

At Ball State, Frazier will be playing for Ronny Thompson, a son of legendary Georgetown coach John Thompson.  Thompson and the Cardinals liked what they saw in Frazier, though they did not jump into the recruiting fray until last week.

“I think having the accolades he has says something about the type of competitor he is,” Thompson stated in a press release. “As a point guard, Laron has the ability to shoot and knock down shots. He also has a great ability to create shots for his teammates.”

The accolades Thompson spoke of included Frazier being named Arrowhead Conference Player of the Year and an NJCAA second-team all-American. Frazier, also the all-time leading scorer at Waukegan High School, helped Highland to its fourth-straight appearance at the NJCAA tournament this season, averaging a team-high 14 points a game.

Frazier transferred to Highland for his sophomore season after playing at Colorado Northwestern Community College.  

Even though he led the Cougars in scoring, he was a less proficient scorer than he had been in high school and at Colorado Northwestern, becoming more of a distributor.

“At Northwestern Colorado, he was kind of the man and did all the scoring, but he sacrificed this year and wanted to win,” Highland coach Pete Norman said. “I'm sure he'll do the same thing at Ball State. That's not easy for kids these days. I give him a lot of credit for that. I'm sure he'll find a way to get on the floor.”  Frazier knows he will have to work hard to get onto the floor for the Cardinals.

“(Thompson) just kept it real with me, what he expects from me,” Frazier said. “I have to work even harder at the Division I level. ... I need a coach like that to get me ready.”

Ball State, a member of the Mid-American Conference, finished 9-22 last season in Thompson's first season as its head coach.

