Highland's Harris latest Cougar to go Division I
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FREEPORT - Whenever he was introduced in the starting lineup this year, Highland forward Antwon Harris would dance his way onto the floor, a la Deion Sanders.

Next year, he'll be taking the floor with a team that's grown accustomed to dancing. Harris is continuing his career at Winthrop University, a program that has reached the Big Dance - the NCAA tournament - six times in the past eight seasons.

“I was waiting for a school that's going to fit my type of attitude, my type of play,” Harris said. “I like to go to a winner, just like me going to Highland this year. That's what I want to be around, because I'm a winner.”

Harris and the Cougars did plenty of winning this past season, finishing third in the nation with a 34-2 record. Harris' new teammates are just as familiar with success. Winthrop, the Big South champ, was just a buzzer-beater away from upsetting Tennessee in the first round of this year's NCAA Tournament.

With last season's starting small forward James Shuler graduating and his expected replacement forced to leave the team due to a career-ending injury, Winthrop coach Gregg Marshall knew he needed someone that could immediately step up and fill that void. And with Harris, he thinks he's found that player.

“We're a very solid club and we just wanted to get someone who had proven to be very effective at the college level,” Marshall said. “Someone who went through the wars and demonstrated the ability to be successful in college basketball. ... The level Highland plays at is a very solid and competitive level of basketball.”

Harris led Highland in scoring with 12.7 points per game and was second on the team with 6.9 rebounds a contest. However, at 6-foot-3, his guard-like size was a factor that threatened to make some Division I coaches wary of putting him at his natural position.

But Marshall saw a player that can attack the rim just as well, if not better, than someone four inches taller.

“I'm not overly concerned about his size as much as I'm interested in his productivity,” Marshall said. “If you're 6-3 and get it done and play much bigger, I'd much rather have that than a 6-7 (forward) who does not play 6-7 and does not get it done.”

	

	


Perhaps more than anything else, Harris brings intensity to the floor. His guaranteed burst of energy - in even the most mundane of regular-season contests - made him one of coach Pete Norman's favorite players.

“That's one of his trademarks, he was there every day,” Norman said. “... There's a lot of different guys that helped us have a great year. He was a guy that was pretty much consistent all year long. He, Nik (Stojakovic), and Andre (White) were consistent in terms of toughness.”

Harris said he'll be carrying that intensity into his first practice at Winthrop. Even though he has a good chance of breaking into the starting lineup, the native of Clarksville, Tenn., doesn't want to leave any doubt that he belongs.

	

	


“My work ethic, my heart won't stop me from (being a starter), but I know it's not gonna be easy,” Harris said. “It's not gonna be given to me, I have to work for it. But I do have intentions on getting it.”
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