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	Highland's Andre White dribbles past a defender during a game this past season. (J-S File Photo)


White was the leading scorer at the national tournament, and earned all-tournament team honors. Devastating from long-range, he shot 44.8 percent

(65-of-145) from behind the

3-point line for the season.

	

	


“He certainly stepped up in big games throughout the year,” said Highland coach Pete Norman. “During the national tournament he raised his game to a whole new level... there was no doubt when he was on the floor, we had a good chance of winning.”

In fact, the Cougars only lost one game all year - the national semifinal - when White was on the floor.

But that he even made it to Highland in the first place was a story in itself. After failing to qualify out of high school when he signed to play at Wisconsin-Milwaukee, White spent a couple years of out school and out of basketball, making money on the streets of his home city, Zion.

	

	


After deciding he wasn't a positive role model for his children, White decided to turn things around, first enrolling at a junior college in Florida to get his grades up before coming to Highland this year.

“It's just a great story, for a kid who's realized what this level's all about,” Norman said. “If you make some mistakes early in life and keep working hard, good things will happen to you. That's what our program and this level's all about.”

After completing six more credit hours this summer, White will pull off the rare feat of having enough credits to transfer to a D-I school with three years of playing eligibility.

	

	


“We talked at the beginning of the year, I told him if there is any way you can make it in one year, that's the best thing for you, as much as I'd love to have you next year,” Norman said.

White is the first recruit to sign at UAB under coach Mike Davis. The former Indiana head coach took over the program on April 7.

“Andre is an outstanding player and a great piece to add to our program,” Davis said. “Outside shooters of that caliber are rare, and he can really shoot it. We are extremely excited to have him joining the Blazers.”

	

	


UAB is one of the top programs in Conference USA and a perennial NCAA Tournament contender. The Blazers fell to Kentucky in the first round of this year's tournament, their final game under former head coach Mike Anderson, who is now at Missouri.

White had originally hoped to sign with Bruce Pearl at Tennessee, but went to UAB, which is closer to his mother's home in Alabama.

White won't be member of his family missed by his teammates next year. His son, Andre, Jr., was a fixture at Highland games and on the team bus and always found a way to keep the Cougars in good spirits.

	

	


“We'll miss Lil' Dre too, he's part of the Cougar family,” Norman said. “I'm sure we'll stay in touch the rest of our lives... his story is unique and one of the reasons I love this job... we're not always the closest, but he will always be near to my heart.”

White did not return The Journal-Standard's phone calls.

	

	


