Highland's Poscic commits to DePaul 

Croatian native to play for Blue Demons starting in 2007-08

By Alex Hickey, The Journal-Standard
Published: Tuesday, August 29, 2006 12:08 AM CDT

	

	


FREEPORT - Highland's Matija Poscic still has a year left to play as a Cougar. And he won't have to spend it trying to impress basketball coaches from the next level.

On Monday, Poscic made a verbal commitment to play at DePaul beginning in the 2007-08 season.
Poscic, a native of Croatia, immediately made his impact on the Highland program as a freshman last season. The versatile 6-foot-9 forward averaged 9.7 points and 7.9 rebounds a game and was the team's premier post player all season.  In addition to his skills underneath the basket, Poscic has good touch from outside. He hit 40.2 percent of his shots (33-of-82) from 3-point range last year.

The Blue Demons are hoping to see the same type of output. According to Highland coach Pete Norman, DePaul has essentially been courting Poscic from the moment he set foot on American soil.  “They've pretty much been recruiting him from day one,” Norman said. “Coach (Jerry) Wainwright saw Matt play a couple times. They have always been very interested.”

In addition to seeing Poscic play, Wainwright paid a visit to Freeport in June to speak at a fundraiser for the Highland Foundation. Because of NCAA regulations, though, Wainwright cannot comment until Poscic officially signs with DePaul in November.
DePaul completed its first season of play in the Big East last year. The Blue Demons finished 12-15 overall and 5-11 in conference play.

Several other major programs, including Wisconsin, had their eyes on Poscic. But Norman felt all along that DePaul was the best fit for Poscic.  “I think he was pretty set on DePaul, he went home over the summer to think about it,” Norman said. “He didn't really want to deal with the hassles of going through the recruitment process... I'm happy for Matt and DePaul, they worked extremely hard to get him there.”

Making the verbal commitment to DePaul was one of Poscic's top priorities upon returning to Freeport from Croatia. He arrived back in town on Friday evening.

Poscic is among a very small crowd of Highland players who have made a Division-I commitment before the season has started. Aaron Spears committed to St. John's prior to the 2004-05 season.

	

	


Norman isn't concerned that Poscic will go into cruise control now that he already knows where he'll be heading once his Highland career is over.  “At this level it's always kind of a concern. You want kids to focus in on the year rather than the next step,” Norman said. “I think this is exactly the right thing for Matt with his personality. He didn't want to deal with the recruitment that a player of his caliber is gonna get.”

Poscic could not be reached for comment.

	

	


Notes: The Cougars have added two more players for the upcoming season - Ed Tucker, a guard out of Saginaw, Mich., and another Croatian player, Ante Dzepina. He will be the third Croatian on the Highland roster, joining Poscic and Mario Gagulic, who red-shirted last season.

	

	


